
Types of Companies  

A) On the basis of incorporation:  

On the basis of incorporation, companies can be classified as:  

(i) Chartered companies  

(ii) Statutory companies  

(iii) Registered companies 

(i) Chartered companies: 

The crown in exercise of the royal prerogative has power to create a corporation by the grant 

of a charter to persons assenting to be incorporated. Such companies or corporations are 

known as chartered companies. Examples of this type of companies are Bank of England 

(1694), East India Company (1600). The powers and the nature of business of a chartered 

company are defined by the charter which incorporates it. After the country attained 

independence, these types of companies do not exist in India.  

(ii) Statutory companies: 

A company may be incorporated by means of a special Act of the Parliament or any state 

legislature. Such companies are called statutory companies, Instances of statutory companies 

in India are Reserve Bank of India, the Life Insurance Corporation of India, the Food 

Corporation of India etc. The provisions of the Companies Act 1956 apply to statutory 

companies except where the said provisions are inconsistent with the provisions of the Act 

creating them. Statutory companies are mostly invested with compulsory powers.  

(iii) Registered companies: 

Companies registered under the Companies Act 1956, or earlier Companies Acts are called 

registered companies. Such companies come into existence when they are registered under the 

Companies Act and a certificate of incorporation is granted to them by the Registrar.  

(B) On the basis of liability: 

On the basis of liability the company can be classified into:  

i) Companies limited by shares  

(ii) Companies limited by guarantee  

(iii) Unlimited companies.  

(i) Companies limited by shares: 

When the liability of the members of a company is limited to the amount if any unpaid on the 

shares, such a company is known as a company limited by shares. In a company limited by 

shares the liability of the members is limited to the amount if any unpaid on the shares 


